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parties sold at the same time for $53? Sumner had not
looked into these matters. He could not answer me. I
showed him the correspondence of the Smiths with the
Trenton Iron Company, expressly stipulating for inferior
iron to be delivered to the navy yard, if it would pass in-
spection. After reading, he said he did not like the trans-
action. Evidently knew not the case in which he had

interfered.  I stated to him------Js case, and asked his

advice how to proceed, when------had confessed and made

full restitution, while the Smiths had done neither, and
were pardoned.

March 27, Monday. Immediately after the capture of
Charleston, it was suggested at one of the Cabinet-meet-
ings, by Dennison and Speed, that we should go thither
on the anniversary of the fall of Sumter and raise again the
old flag. I declined to be a party in such a movement, as
Sumter was already taken and the flag had been raised on
its ruins. But others, I see, have taken a different view, and
Stanton with a party is to go to Charleston for the purpose
indicated. Without having heard a word from Seward,
I shall expect him to work into the party. He likes fuss and
parade; is already preparing his speech.

Ordered to-day the Wyoming to the East Indies. Had
dispatches on Saturday from Craven, who is on the Niagara
watching the Rebel ironclad Stonewall at Corunna. He
says he is "in an unenviable and embarrassing position."
There are many of our best naval officers who think he has
an enviable position, and they would make sacrifices to
obtain it. Perhaps Craven will fight well, though his
language is not bold and defiant, nor his sentiments such
as will stimulate his crew. It is an infirmity. Craven is
intelligent, and disciplines his ship well, I am told, but his
constant doubts and misgivings impair his usefulness.

March 28, Tuesday. Edgar, Fox, and others left to-day
for a trip on the Santiago de Cuba, to Havana, Charleston,